THE CONSTITUTION OF POLAND

judges. The paralysis that afflicted the head of the
government extended to all its limbs.

Even amidst the disorders of the eighteenth century,
the riotous election assemblies, the factions, the cynical
corruption, the nation was not without voices of warning.
In 1734 King Stanislaw Leszczynski issued an urgent but
vain appeal to the nobles to rally in defence of a Poland
in imminent danger. " I reflect with dread," he told
them, "upon the perils which surround us. What
forces have we to resist our neighbours 2 Do we trust
to the faith of treaties ? How many samples have we of
the frequent neglect of even the most solemn agreements.
We imagine that our neighbours are interested in our
preservation by their mutual jealousies, a vain prejudice
which deceives us, a ridiculous infatuation which formerly
lost the Hungarians their liberty, and will surely deprive
us of ours, if, depending on such a frivolous hope, we
continue unarmed. Our turn will come, no doubt;
either we shall be the prey of some famous conqueror,
or perhaps even the neighbouring Powers will combine
to divide our States."

As it happened, Poland became, on various occasions,
a victim to both the eventualities so shrewdly foreseen by
Stanislaw. Nevertheless the King's presentiment passed
unheard. The gradual decadence of the country had
begun with the deprivation of the rights of the plebeians
in the reign of the later Jagiellos. At the period we have
now reached in Polish history this decline was enormously
hastened. In another hundred and fifty years it had
achieved its terrible climax and tragic end.
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